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TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  1679 
RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHDC  PRIORITY 
RUCPDOC/USDOC  WASHDC  PRIORITY 

RUEATRS/DEPT  OF  TREASURY  WASHINGTON  DC  PRIORITY 

RUYNAAC/ COMNAVFOR JAPAN  YOKOSUKA  JA  PRIORITY 

RHHMUNA/HQ  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  PRIORITY 

RHHMHBA/ COMPACFLT  PEARL  HARBOR  HI//N541//  PRIORITY 

RHMFIUU/HQ  PACAF  HICKAM  AFB  HI//CC/PA//  PRIORITY 

RUHBANB /OKINAWA  FLD  OFC  US  FORCES  JAPAN  CP  BUTLER  JA  PRIORITY 

RHMFIUU/USFJ  PRIORITY 

INFO  RUEHFK/AMCONSUL  FUKUOKA  3095 

RUEHNH/AMCONSUL  NAHA  5435 

RUEHNAG/AMCONSUL  NAGOYA  0842 

RUEHKSO/AMCONSUL  SAPPORO  3635 

RUEHOK/AMCONSUL  OSAKA  KOBE  6887 

RUEHBJ/AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  8376 

RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY  MOSCOW  2757 

RUEHUL/AMEMBASSY  SEOUL  4401 

RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  4285 

RHEHAAA/NSC  WASHDC 

UNCLAS  TOKYO  000635 

SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  I/RF,  PA/PR/FPC/W,  IIP/G/EA,  EAP/PD,  R/MR, 

EAP/J,  EAP/P , PM; 

USTR  FOR  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  OFFICE; 

TREASURY  FOR  OASIA/IMI; 

SECDEF  FOR  OASD/PA; 

CP  BUTLER  OKINAWA  FOR  AREA  FIELD  OFFICE; 

PACOM  HONOLULU  FOR  PUBLIC  DIPLOMACY  ADVISOR 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  OIIP  KMDR  KPAO  JA 

SUBJECT:  TOKYO  MEDIA  REACTION  - U.S.-IRAN  RELATIONS, 

POLITICAL  CONFUSION  IN  PAKISTAN  AND  GLOBAL  ECONOMIC 
CRISIS 

1.1.  LEAD  STORIES:  Lead  items  on  Monday  morning  included 
Sunday's  fire  that  gutted  the  home  of  the  late  postwar 
Prime  Minister  Shigeru  Yoshida. 

12.  "U.S.  Impatient  for  Dialogue  with  Iran"  On  President 
Obama's  call  for  dialogue  with  Iran,  the  conservative 
Sankei  wrote  (3/22):  "President  Obama's  videotaped 
remarks  to  Iran  represent  a flexible  approach  toward 
Tehran.  At  the  same  time,  they  also  apparently  reflect 
a difficult  situation  facing  the  U.S.,  in  which 
Washington  must  urgently  address  expedited  nuclear 
development  by  Iran." 

1.3.  "Aid  Must  Be  Used  to  Ensure  Stability"  Concerning 
growing  political  instability  in  Pakistan,  the  liberal 
Asahi  asserted  in  an  editorial  (3/22):  "The  Obama 
administration  is  preparing  a strategy  to  stabilize 
Pakistan  and  Afghanistan  in  order  to  remove  threats  of 
international  terrorism.  An  international  conference  is 
also  scheduled  in  Tokyo  in  April  on  the  stabilization 
of  Pakistan.  Continued  political  turmoil  in  Islamabad 
could  make  these  international  efforts  meaningless. 

Pakistani  President  Zardari  and  opposition  leader 
Sharif  must  take  international  concern  seriously." 

14.  "EU  Rebuffs  U.S.  Call  for  More  Spending"  The 
business-oriented  Nikkei  editorialized  (3/22):  "Germany 
and  other  EU  members  dismissed  a U.S.  call  for 
additional  government  spending  on  the  ground  that 
fiscal  discipline  should  not  be  readily  eased  until  the 
effects  of  existing  stimulus  measures  become 
clearer....  The  schism  between  the  U.S.  and  the 
Europeans  appears  to  be  very  wide.  The  most  pressing 


agenda  in  the  upcoming  G20  financial  summit  in  London 
will  be  how  the  participants  can  coordinate  their 
policies  in  order  to  halt  economic  slowdown.  The  G20 
leaders  must  overcome  their  differences  to  be  able  to 
strike  a constructive  agreement." 

ZUMWALT 


